William-sireel Bridge.

would, he understood, see that justice was
done.

On motion by Mr. Jacosy, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 11-37 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Legislatibe @Council,
Tuesday, 17th November, 1903.
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Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.n.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Coronisar SBeceETaRY: New
Parliament House, plans of buildings
now being proceeded with. Alterations in
Railway Classification and Rate Book.
Additions to gaol regulations. Conl-
gardie munieipality, by-laws.

Ordered, to lie on the table.

BAILWAY BRIDGE, WILLIAM STREET.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, in
farther reference to a question asked on
the 13th October by Hon. G. Randell,
presented the following additional infor-
mation from the Railway Department:
“ The accommodation which has been pro-
vided, it is considered, will meet the case;
and there will be no cause of complaint.
It is out of the question to erect a bridge
for foot passengers.”

[17 Novemees, 1903.]
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AUDIT BILL.
ABSEMBLY'S MESSAGE, PROCEDURE.

Tee COLONIATL SECRETARY
brought up the report of the Standing
Orders Committee on Message No. 16
from the Legislative Assembly.

Report adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Assembly.

COMPANIES DUTY ACT CONTINUANCE
BILL.

Read u third time, and passed.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS ACT
AMENDMENT EILL.
SECOND READING,

Hown. J. A. THOMSON (Central), in
moving the second reading, said: This is
a Bill of a semi-private character, the
second reading. of ‘which the Colonial
Secretary has allowed a private member
to move, and I, as an old city counciller,
have been asked to take the measure in
hand. The Bill is very short, and frow
my experience of municipal work I think
it is a necessary messure, I was one
of the councillors who moved that the
city council should purchase a quarrying
plant, the reason being that it was con-
sidered necessary for the city council to
have a quarrying plant of their own in
consequence of the extraordinarily high
price the council were being charged for
road melal and also the scarcity of metal
at that high price. Very often, when
metal was required for an urgent work,
it was quite impossible to obtain it from
private sources. Therefore it was con-
sidered necessary in the interests of the
city of Perth to have a quarry and plant
established. That was in 1897, It has
been found that the Municipalities Act,
although giving permission to a couneil
or a municipality to borrow money
for the purpose of acquiring plant,
does mnot give power to use the
plant for their own requirements.
Singularly enough the Act does not
give power to the ¢ity coundil to employ
men to work the plunt or in any way to
carty on the works. The council have
power to purchase and erect works, and
this short Bill is introduced for the pur-
pose of giving power to the city council
to enable them to work the quarry in the
interests of the ratepayers at large.
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How. J. W. Hacgerr: Is that the
only object ?

Hon. J. A. THOMSON: It is the
principal objeet. Auother provision of
the Bill, it will be noticed, is contained in
Subclause 3 of Clause 2, which asks for
permission to use the stene or other
material obtained from any quarry for the
purposes of the municipality, and to sell
or contract for the sale and supply of the
same to any other municipality, road
board, or local authority. Surely mem-
bers will allow that this in not asking too
much. 1 will endeavour to point out
that this quarry and the plant at the
quarry are very necessary for the success-
ful carrying on of municipal work. In
order to make the quarry and plant a
payable concern the Perth City Council
are asking for permission to sell the stone
obtained from the quarry to other muni-
cipalities and public bodies. In my
opinion that is not asking too much, when
we know that wmunicipalities in older
countries such as England and Scotland
have municipal works of their own, per-
haps not for quarrying, but they have
gas works, electric lighting works, and
tramways, and members who bave studied
municipal matters know that the cor-
porations who sell gas and electric
light and carry people on tramways do
8o for a fee. The Perth City Council
only ask, that in order to work their

uarries and make them a success they
shall be able to sell stone to other
public bodies. In 1887 the Govern-
ment of the day gave to the Perth
council the quarry at Parkerville. The
Government made a gift of it to the
city council, and if the council are per-
mitted to sell the stone to other munigi-
palities at a reasonable price—at a price
which will just pay —it will stop other
municipalities, such as Fremantle, pester-
ing the Government for a similar con-
eession.

Howx. G. BeELLingEaM: You want to
create a monopoly.

How. J. A, THOMSBON: The city
council are not usking for a monopoly,
but that the quarry shall be carried on at
a profit, at any rate that it shall not be
carried on at a logs. I thiok if members
allow the Bill to go to the Committes
stage I shall be able to adduce farther
evidence that it is necessary in the inter-
ests of the corporate bodies of this State
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that this Bill should become law. Clause
3 is inserted in order to protect the city
council from the legal consequences of
having worked their quarry. After the
old Aect had given the city council
power to obtain their quarry and erect a
plant, it was found that the city council
were not permitted to work it; and this
provision is necessary to prevent the city
council from being penoalised for doing
what they have done in the interests of
the citizens of Perth. I need not read
to members the clanse; they can read it
for themselves. Clause 4 is also a very
important one, but it is more a Govern.
ment provision than anything else, I
tnove the second reading of the Bill.
Hor.J. W. WRIGHT (Metropolitan) :
I am sorry the hon. member has not told
the House another reason why the Bill
has been brought in. It is not for the
purpose of protecting the municipality
8o much as to defeat the ends of justice,
to defeat the law. The -city, council
having permission to purchase guarries
or obtain quarries, purchased plant and
machinery, and I do not think any living
soul would have debarred them from
employving labour to work the quarries.
But what do we find? That not only
were the Perth council supplying them-
gelves and other municipalities with metal,
but. they were supplying private con-
tractors with mwetal. They have been
unfairly competing with private quarry
owners. For instance, the Parker-
ville Roads Board called for tenders
for stone. The tenders were sunt inm,
and gome time afterwards an officer of
the city of Perth obtained the price from
the tenders which had been put in and
tendered at a penny a yard beneath the
tenders which had already bheen sub.
mitted, and consequently obtained the
contract. I call that unfair interference
with private enterprise. For that reason
I oppose a Bill of this kind. One parti-
cular company went to .the Supreme
Court, and at considerable expense ob-
tained an injunction against the city
council from trading with the ratepayers’
money. That is the trouble, and the city
council do not know where the matter is
going to end. They are afraid the case
will be gone on with and the city will be
penalised. There is po intention, so far
as I know, to do that, the desire stmply
being to stop the unfair competition. The
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city council have a quarry ; they have no
rent to pay: they have a siding which
has cost hundreds and hundreds of
pounds to put in, but which has been no
cost to the city. The quarry belonged to
the Government and the city council
bave no rent to pay for it. A private
quarry owner has not only to pay rent,
but bas to pay royalty on the stone
obtained. A private owner has also to
pay £800 or £1,000 for a siding to be
put in, also a yearly rental on the
siding. If municipalities can compete
against private owners there is a con-
siderable handicap. We may as well
give the Perth City Council leave to open
up stores under the town hall. They
would have no rates or taxes to pay or
anything else, and could unfairly compete
with jewellers or other tradesmen. Under
the Municipalities Act the city council
have enough power without going farther.
Under the Municipalities Act of 1900,
Sectton 366, Subsection 14, the council
have power to purchase stone quarries and
construet or erect machinery and plantin
connection therewith. And by Section
167, Subsection 15 of the same Act, the
council may make by-laws for regulating
and controlling quarrying and blasting
operations. Therefore the new clanses
are unnecessary to enable the council to
work the quarry. When the council
have the right to purchase a quarry and
plant they must know, as reasonable men,
that they can employ labourto do the work,
On the 18th June, 1897, Reserve 1444
was gazetted as a quarry for the Govern-
ment and Perth wmunicipality jointly.
There is in the Gazeffe notice nothing
entitling the council to do more than use
the quarry for municipal purposes; and
when they attempt to interfere with
private trade 1 think we should prevent
their making of this House a catspaw for
the purpose of frustrating the ends of
justice. I think the House should be
above being made use of for such a pur-
pose. To show that the Bill has not
originated with the Municipal Conference,
but simply with the Perth Municipal
Council, I will read an extract from a
report of the council's proceedings :—

In the City Council last evening Cr. T. W,
Hardwick raised a question as to the authority
on which the city solicitor had prepared s Bill
for presentation to Parliament giving the
eouncil authority to trade as quarrymen.

[17 Novexeer, 1903.]
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The Mayor: Instructions were given on my
authority for the preparation of a Bill toallow
the city council to conduct quarries.

Cr, Hardwick; Has the council by resolu-
tion authorised this proceeding?

The Mayor: No. On looking through the

Act recently, I ascertained that we had no
authority to spend even a farthing for a plant
to quarry with. This Bill is simply to place
us in a legal position. On seeing that the
watter had been discussed by the Chamber of
Commerce, I wrote asking to be allowed to
attend with the town clerk and explain my
reasons for bringing forward the Bill, and alao
the treatment which different bodies have
had from the Greenmount Quarrying Com-
pany.
In 1897 the council were unable to get
stone. Members will recolleet the shortage
of trucks in that year, and the impos.
sibility of getting goods trucked from
almost anywhere. I have known timber
companies to have timber lying at their
sidings for ten weeks without being able
to get it down, so I am not at all sur-
prised at stone not being procurable :—

Subsequently Cr. Molloy secured the sna-
pension of the standing orders, and moved that
the Bill be amended o give the council the
power to quarry for ita own purposes only. He
pointed out that if the council conld compete
with private firms in quarrying, they wight
just as wall enter iuto hotelkeeping, theatres,
or any other busineases.

If we are to pive them leave to compete
with private quarry owuers, we may as
well allow them to go iato other trades,
which they can carry on in shops under
their town hall. They can undercut
everybody; for the shops will be free of
rent aud rates. The report continues :—

Cr. Cavanagh, chairman of the works com-
mittee, expressed the conviction that it would
be a mistake for the council to compete with
private companies in supplying metal to other
mumicipalities.

It is the mayor ulene who has brought
forward this Bill, and Lic has not done it
at the wish of the council.

Cr. T. W. Hardwick did not think that the
council would be justified in becoming a
general supplier; and besides, be could not see
that the quarry would pay.

Cr. Brebber deprecated the couneil being in-
fluenced by any false sentimental regard for
contractors.

. He is the only man in favour of the Bill,
- He eaid :—

The contractors, if they had the chance,
wonld grind the Jast penny out of the munici-
pality. He contended that the quarries wonld

, pay the council handsomely ; and it would be
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folly on their part to allow a large and valu-
able plant to lie partially idle.

The council appear to have bought a
plant larger than they needed; and, if
50, that is no fault of the House. Why
should we be made a catspaw to bring in
this Bill to defeat the ends of justice?
I read that extract simply to show that
the Bill wae brought in solely by the
man who went in an underhand manner
to the Bayswater Roads Board, and was
able to tender at a lower price than those
other contractors had tendered. Had he
done that in any respectable office, he
would have been kicked out. Had he
attempted it in my office, he would have
been shown to the stairs, and that pretty
quickly. This Bill is unreasonable; and
I shall oppose it, and this clause
especially. 1 certainty object to allow-
ing the Perth council to sell or contract
for the sale and supply of goods; and T
have an equal objection to allowing any
other municipality or roads board to do
likewise.

How. W. T. LOTON (BFast): The
Bill seems to have raised the ire of some
members. who seek to show that it is
intended to ioterfere materially with
private enterprise, by giving the Perth
council the right to utilise a quarry,
and to utilise machinery which the
council were empowered to purchase and
put on the quarry, and which they are
not empowered to employ labour to use.
It is of course for the House to consider
whether they think private enterprise
will be interfered with to any extent by
our giving the municipality the right to
quarry the stone and to supply itself
and kindred municipalities at the lowest
possible price. It is not intended that
the Perth council or any other council
which engages in crushing stone shall be
allowed to supply the product to any-
body except anotber wmunicipality or
roads boar£ The material is needed for
public purposes only. And who are the
gainers by the use of a quarry and wachi-
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nery for such purposes? Surely the rate- -

payers and the public at large, not only in
Perth but in any municipality or roads
board district outside, which may usethe
product. The public benefit and no
one else; and the men engaged to work
the machinery will be paid at the rate of
wages paid by private employers. If

not, the men can bring a case before the |
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Arbitration Court, und get redress.
There can be no sweating, and there is
no intention to sweat the labour em-
ployed; so T think it would be a gross
injustice to tie the hands of the munici-
pality, and preveat their dealing in this
article for the public good.

Hon. J. W. Wrigur: They have been
supplying private customers. There is
no objection to wmunicipalities dealing
amoog themselves,

How. W. T. LOTON: By the Bill,
wunicipalities are limited to dealing with
public bodies.

Hon. J. W. WriauT: But they can
supply road contractors and footpath
contractors.

Hoxw. W. T. LOTON: Not unless
such men are engaged on municipal
works. Whether, as the hon. member
states, ordinary private customers have
been supplied in the past, T do not know.
I should like to give the House the
benefit of my experience in this matter.
I was mayor of Perth for some 15
months, up to the end of last year; and
a deputation waited on me in reference to
this matter, from one or two private
stone-crushers. By making inquiries,
the information I gained was that the
Perth council could not procure the
material they needed to make the roads;
and po progress had been made by
private enterprise, which employed the °
same puny stone-crushing plant in use
five or six years previously. The result
was that the year before last the Perth
munigipality found the plant they had in
use obsolete, and decided to have a better
plant on a larger scale, and imported
this at a cost of nearly £3,000. [t was
erected during my term of oftice. I con-
sidered it was undesirable in the public
interest to have that machinery lying idle
at the port of Fremantle or at Perth,
piling up wharfage dues and all sorts of
charges; so I got it to work as soon as
possible, with the result that we saved
money, and supplied stone to Perth, and I
believe to the municipality of Fremantle, ut
a cost of something like one shilling a yard
less than the price charged by private
crushers. Moreover, the Perth muni-
cipality and other local bedies got tbe
quantities ordered. If a yard of stone
was ordered it was delivered ; and that
was never the experience when dealin
with private crushers. I should be
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among the last to interfere with private
enterprise ; but I maintain that this is
not interferenceatall. Whatever is done
is for the benefit of the public at large;
and there is plenty of scope for the
energies of private atone-crushers if they
like to get improved plant and tools.
Even last year the supply of stone was
unequal to the demand ; 8o we are not in
any way stopping the works of private
pPersons.

Howr. J. W. Wrianr: Why have they
ghut down ?

Hon. W. T. LOTON: I do not know
that they have shut down.

Hon. J. W. WrigHT : I say they have,

Hon. W. T. LOTON : There must be
an occasional lull. Even the eity council
quarry had to shut down sometimes,
because at certain times all requirements
were filled. But look at what will
be required for the next two vears. A
loan of £35,000 has been raised for ex-
penditure on. the roads of Perth. Who
18 to supply the stone? The council have
a plant; and why shouald it not be allowed
to be utilised ?

[17 Noveseer, 1903.]

How. J. W. Weiarar: There is no .

objection to their supplying their own
wants,

Hon. W. T. LOTON: But there are
times when they can supply more than
they need for use. The hon. wember
knows that perfectly well. Tf machinery
can be kept going, the product is much
cheaper than if the machinery is working
at half time. If it can be kept going
Frementle und other municipalities will
get the benefit. There is no desire to
make a profit for the benefit of the city
of Perth. The desire is to save money
for the ratepayers of Perth and of muni-
cipalities generally. To that extent I
shall support the Bill. Of the other
clauses I know nothing; but I trust
members will see their way to support the
Bill to the extent I have indicated.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY (South): 1
did hope that I should be able to afford
this measure some little support; but
after hearing Mr. Loton’s remarks I fear
my support will be very slight indeed.
I certainly object to the Perth city
council becoming a trading corporation;
and I think that is what they desire to
do, and will do if we pass the Bill. I
am quite prepared tv render the Perth
council any assistance with their quarries,

. repairs,
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plant or machinery, so far as legitimate
legislation can assist them, and provided
they confine their operations to supplving
their own wants; but I do not think
they should have a right to go beyond
that, and to compete with private traders.
I cannot support the Bill unless it is
cnosiderably amended.

How. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I am not much in favour of competition
by public bodies with private enterprise;
but we must admit that tbe Australian
States are engaging extensively in that
sort of thing, and this is especially true
of their Governments, who are probably

‘setting bad examples to municipalities.

However, although I hold that Govern-
ments and municipalities ghould, as far
a8 possible, abstain from so competing, I
shall most certainly not do anything to
interfere with the operations of the
city council as determined by this Bill.
It has already been stated that the object
they havein view is a good one, to reduce
the price to the city coumcil of Perth,
and therefore to the ratepayers, for the
stone required. I have not the slightest
doubt that the city council had trouble
in securiug stone, and I am disposed to
believe, as it has already been stated.
the council did not always get their
measure. 1 have knowledge of some of
those little tricks of trade some years ago,
more expecially in reference to the stone
supplied to the city council and the
Government. I think the Perth council
could work this wmachinery, whicb is an
up-to-date machinery I understand of the
latest kind, with advantage to the city.
Although some members object, and I
am disposed to think there is something
in their objection, to seiling to other
municipalities or roads boards or local
authorities, there are omly twe local
authorities as far as I know.

Tug CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: A health
board may be a local anthority.

Hon. G. RANDELL : Generally speak-
ing a health board is the municipal
council. Mr. Toton has put the case
very concisely, and he suys that by keep-
ing the machinery in full operation a
much cheaper article can be produced,
and it is very essential if the council have
this machinery that it should be kept in
full operation as far as possible, burring
breakdowns and stoppages for necessary
T shall therefore support the
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Bill as it stands. I hope members will
not go to the length of rejecting the
measure, because it certainly provides
that the municipality of Perth shall pro-
vide their own stone at a reasonable rate,
and be able to provide that stone when
they want it. The main object of the
members opposed to the Bill (Mr.
Glowrey and Mr. Wright) would be
met by striking out the last sentence of
Subclause 3. I am not disposed to go
so far as that; I am disposed, as a citizen
of Perth, to give the municipality all the
assistance I can. I would like to say a
fow words as to the legal aspect of the

question, and I hope members will take’

their law from me, for there are honour-
able and learned members in the House
who can contradict me if I am wrong.
Section 366 with its subsections, I may
say in passing, is a repetition of what
was epacted in the Municipal Institutions
Act of 1899 ; itis worded I think as it
existed then, and with these subsections
I had something to do; also a late
member of this House (Mr. R S
Haynes) was to a large extent, with the
late town clerk, Mr. Petherick, respon-
gible for the matters contained within the
four corners of the Aect. It will be
found on referring to Section 366 that
the city council are empowered to con-
struct and purchase tramways, motor-
cars, gasworks, and electric light plant,
or any other works of a like charcter;
to provide baths and wash-houses; to
erect lamp-posts and all necessary con-
nections for lighting a municipality with
gas or electricity or otherwise; to con-
struct, purchase, or erect plant, pans,and
appliances for the removal and treatment
of nightsoil and refuse, or the application
thereof to land for the purpose of
manuriog it; and then we come to the
matter under discussion, to purchase
stone quarries and to construct or erect
machinery and plant in connection there-
with. The whole of these subsections
stand exactly on the same bagis, and if
the municipality have no legal power to
work stone quurries, neither have they
legal power to employ persons to carry
on the works which are mentioned in
the various subsections which I have
read. I do not krow if a ruling has
been obtained on this section; I do not
think the Supreme Court has given a
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prised to learn that the Supreme Court
says that the city council may purchasge
stoce quarries and machinery to work
those quarries, but are not entitled to
employ people to work the machinery to
crush the stone. That is ridiculous on
the face of it. I do not know if the city
council have obtained a legal opinion,
but we are assured by Mr. Thomson the
Bill is pecessary. I think Mr. Wright
has said that the cityv council cannot
work the stone.

Hor. J. W. Werenr: Yes, they can;
the injunction obtained is to prevent
them from trading.

Hown, G. RANDELL: As far as the
hon. member is concerned then he does
not contend that the city council are not
able to work the quarries. If the
Supreme Court has given a ruling to that
effect I am surprised. I stand in the
presence of members of the legal profes-
sion who are members of this House, and
if [ am altogether at sea in this matter
they will be able to put me and the House
right on the matter. That removes one
difficulty which has been stated by Mr.
Thomson on behalf of the municipality
of Perth, It seems that the object of
the Bil) is to secure them the right of
supplying other municipalities and roads
boards with the surplus stone the city
council may have. That is a question
which may commend itself to the com-
mon sense of members of the House;
they may consider that a municipality
shonld have that power. We have it
stated by Mr. Loton that this Bill will
enable that to be done, and it is com-
mended to the common sense of us all
that by turning out a Jarger quantity of
stone than is required by the city counecil
for themselves the municipality will be
able to produce the stone cheaper for the
benefit of the citizens. The Ccitizens
desire that that should be done. We do
not want a monopoly by the city couneil
or any one elsa; we certainly do not
want to see too much interference with
private enterprise on the part of public
bodies or by the Government. As a
general rule I do not think public bodies
can utilise the labour they employ so
advantageously for the production of
articles at a lower price than private
people can. It will be admitted by all
members who have watched the working

ruling ; but if it has, 1 should be sur- ! of all institutions connected with the
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Government, and I may go so far as to say
in eonnection with municipalities—I say
it in plain words, and in plain English—
that municipalities and the Government
do not get s0 much out of their servants
as a private contractor or private enter-
prise can. I hope members will not
bamper the city council in their desire
in this respect. Whether Clause 3 is
needful or not, I do not know; T am not
acquainted with the circumstance, but as
a general rule I do not like an Act of
Parliament to interfere with legal actions
which are pending between two parties.
This has been done sometimes on very
goad grounds; and on other occasions it
has been done on flimgy snd most im-
proper grounds.

Hon. Z. LANE (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) : I am surprised to hear the bon.
member, Mr. Randell, say he does not

know exactly the intention of Clause 3. -

I think I am perfectly.right in telling him
that Clause 8 is introduced for the pur-
pose of defeating the ends of justice. We
all know perfectly well that an action is
pending in which the Supreme Court has
granted an injunction against the city
council for doing exactly what they ave
asking power to do in Subclause 3. I am
perfectly in accord with the remarks
which have fallen from Mr. Wright as to
Subclause 3; I cannot see why any muni..
cipality or public body should enter into
gompetition with private enterprize. We
know perfectly well that three years ago
the ¢ity council should have come to the
proper quarter fo get sanction for what
they are asking the power to do now.
There is no doubt that if one was to
follow out these laws, a municipality
which has in the past been lighting its
streets with kerosene could esiablish
a kerosene works and sell kerosene to
consumers in this State. Mr. Thomson
has referred to other cities in the world :
probably he did not know what happened
in the city of Glasgow. There, tram-
ways were run by the municipality
and the electric Iight was also sup-
plied by the corporation, but the whole
of the profita put forward to the people
of Glasgow were fictitions and not
realised. I do not know how it is
possible for & municipal council to make
up its estimates for a year. How will
it estimale what stone will be supplied,
or what the profits will be for the

{17 Novemser, 1903.7

Second reading. 2113

following year on the production of its
quorries. Al the same time I have no
hesitation in saying from my actual
experience extending over many years
that I think private enterprise will
always supply such material as is required
by a corporation a great deal cheaper than
it can supply itself. I am totally opposed
to granting any municipality or corpora-
tion power to compete with private
enterprise.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. Walter Kingsmill): It iz my
intention to support the second reading
of the Bill, not so much as regards the
clanges which have already been alluded
to by members, but because the Govern-
ment desire to add a clause or two to the
measure. Members will see Clause 4
has been added to the Bill. This was
done in another place, and by that clause
it is proposed to get over what is an
extremely cumbrous undertaking under
the Municipalities Act, and I cannot
congratulate Mr. Randell on some of the
provisione of that measure. The munici-
palities of Broad Arrow and Paddington
wish to amalgamate.

Hown. G. RavpELL: I do not remermber
having anything to do with that.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am glad to hear it, because that portion
of the Municipalities Act is enough to
drive anyone mad who has to administer
it. The provisions dealing with the
annexation of outlying parts of munici-
palities or the junction of municipalities
i3 most cumbrous.

Hox. G. Rawper.: Was the hon.
wember referving to the passing of the
Bill ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes.

Hon. G. RavxpeLL: Ob, I had to do
with that.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
is’a difficult and tedious process, and the
clause has been inserted to quicken the
process. The people of Broad Arrow
and Paddington are anzious to amalga.
mate their municipalities as far us it is
possible, and it will be an eminently
desirable act. I would like to see muni-
cipalities made as large as possible. I
am perfectly satisfied it will tend to good
Government, and careful and saving
administration ; and the process of join.
ing municipalities will be quickened by
the amendment in Clause 4. Again, it
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will be my somewhat painful duty to
move an amendment, which will be
found on the Notice Paper as Clause
5, providing for the dissclution of the
municipality of Gingin. I am sorry
to say that municipal affairs in Gin-
gin have not prospered. The council
grew '“small by degrees and beauti-
fully less,’”” until at last it consisted
only of the mayor and the town clerk;
and then, sad to zay, the mayor resigned.
So this measure contains provision for
the dissolution of the municipality ; and
I maintain that it is guestionsble whether
such a municipality should have ever
been created, because I do not think it
at any time mustered 40 ratepayers. It
would be impossible to create such a
municipality under the existing Act. In
order to clear up affairs and definitely to
put an end to the municipality, and to
create a body which will be able to take
over the assets and the liabilities of the
old council, concerning which the Gov-
ernment are continually receiving annoy-
ing letters, it is proposed to insert in the
Bill & clause providing for the dissolu.
tion of the municipality of Gingin. With
regard to Clause 2, giving the Perth
council the power to work quarries, to
defray the cost and expenses of quarries,
to use the stone and materiul obtained
from them, and to sell the same to local
authorities only, I intend to give it my
support. That seems to me power which
a municipality should have. I have
heard a rumour, which T hope is and
think must be incorrect, that what people
object to is the fact that the Perth
council were selling stone at a price
which could not possibly pay. T believe
that statement to be incorrect. Ifitis
true, the action of the council has been
very wrong; for they were using the
ratepayers’ money to make up a deficit
which should never have been created.
But if they sold at the ordinary market
price and to local authorities omly, I
cannot perceive any just reason or

{COUNCIL.]

impediment why they should not continue .

to do so.

Hox. J. A. THOMSON (in reply as -

mover) : I have a written statement from
the town clerk, wherein he says :—

It has been stated that the mayor and certain
councillors or others have made lower quota-
tions on behalf of the council after the receipt
of tenders by a municipality or roads board.

in Commilfee.

This, however, can be proved to be absolutely
false.

I have also the town clerk’s statement
showing that this quarry plant was not
being run at a logs, but on the contrary
at a considerable profit to the ratepayers
of Perth. Members should do all they
can to assist the corporation, who are a
representative body. If their scope is not
quite so wide as that of members of this
House, the city councillors are still repre-
pentative men, and are determined to do
the best they can in the intereste of the
Perth ratepavers. The mayor and
councillors of Perth are imbued with as
high a sense of their responsibilities to
the public as is any member of this
House with regard to his constituents;
so I say this 18 not a private but to all
intents and purposes a public Bill; and
considering the modest vature of the
Perth council's request, T am sure that
members who are altogether opposed to
allowing municipalities or other public
bodies to compete with yprivate. enter-
prise must admit that the Bill does not
in the least infringe that principle. I
hope members will allow the Bill to go
through Committee and to pass into
law.

Hox. J. W. Wrieer: What is to
become of the injunction from the
Supreme Court ?

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Hox, J. A. TaomsoN in charge of the
Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2 — Power for
councils to quarry stone, ete.:

How. J. T. GLOWREY moved as an
ameudment :

That all the words after * municipality,” in
line 2, be atruck out.

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE opposed the
amendment. Members’ second-reading
speeches failed to show why the Perth
council, after purchasing expensive
machinery, should not have the right to
make it pay. Private contractors could
buy similar machinery and open gnarries.
The municipality should have the right to
supply other municipalities and roads
boards. The work done in Perth during
the last six or seven years was creditable
to the management; and the council were

municipal
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to be congratulated on buying good
machbinery in order to supply cheap wetal.
The machinery was far in excess of the
city’s requirements; and power should
therefore be given to sell stone. The
more we municipalised works the better.
The experience of Glasgow was all in
favour of municipal trams and municipal
lighting. )

Hon. 8. J. HAYNES supported the
amendment. Doubtless the Perth council
bonght machinery suitable to their re-
quirements ; and he objected to munici-
palities exceeding their proper functions.
Let them attend to the business practically
within their own boundaries. In Aus-
tralin we knew from experience that
public bodies which became trading con-
cerns generally came to grief. Suburban
and country wmunicipalities and roads
boards could look after their own affairs;
and if not eatisfied with private enter-
prise, could open quarries of their own.

Hown. W. MALEY : It did not appear
that the Perth council were qualiiied to
undertake more responsible duties than
they werenow performing. Some yearsago
the council advertised in Adelaide for
chaff, though large quantities of chaft of
the bighest quality were proeurable in ony
own agricultural districts. The eity
councillors might not know that bubonic
plague was sometimes introduced through
chaff; and some of the chaff indented
from Adelaide might be infested, like
some members, with rats,

Hon. W. T. LOTON: If the clause
were passed as printed, it would enable
the Perth Council fo supply stone to
adjoining municipalities and roads boards.
One of the greatest users of stone was
the Government, and the municipality of
Perth under the clause would not be
able to supply the Government with
stone. Seeing that the Government was
excluded and all other private users were
excluded, the limit to which the Perth
municipality could go was small.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: Large
municipalities having agquired the neces-
sary machinery for crushing stone, it was
unfair and uowise not to allow them the
privilege of disposing of stone. If muni-
cipalities could not produce their material
as cheaply as other persons could then
the stone would not be disposed of, for
people would go where stone was to be
obtained cheapest.

{17 Novexger, 1903.]
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How. R. LAURIE : The municipality
of Fremantle, of which he had been a
member for five years and treasurer for
two vears, bad regularly purchased stone
from the Perth city council, and it was
found advantagecus to do so. Tenders
were called for the supply of stone.
‘Why should not municipalities combine
together and get stone from the Perth
city council ¥ If there was to be muni-
cipalisation, why not have it in its proper
sense Y Stone obtained from the city
council was cheaper, if not better, than
the stone which would be cobtained else-
where.

Hon.J. A. THOMSON : An endeavour
had been made 10 show that the city
council were unable to conduct their own
business, and that they had obtained
foodstuffs for their horses from the other
States. Not a ton of foodstuffs was
brought from the other States. A reso-
lution was carried in the city council
that foodstuiis should be obtained from
outside this State because it was thought
that there was a ring amongst the produce
merchants to keep the price up ; but when
it was discovered that the high price was
caused by the scarcity of feed, the reso-
lution was rescinded and no foodstuffs
were obtained for the council horses
from the other States.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result .—

Ayes ... .. 13
Noes ... .12

Majority for ... 1
Aves, Nozs.

Hon, G. Bellingham
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hou, C. E. Dempster
Hon. J. D. Connolly Hon. J. M, Drew
Hon. J. T, Glowrey Hon. W, Eingsmill
Hon. J. W. Hackett Hon. R. Laurie

flon. 8. J. Haynes Hon, W, T. Loton
How. A. G, Jenkios Hon, B. C. O'Brien

Hon, A, Dempster

Hon. W. Maley Hon. (3. Randell

Hon. E. McLarty Hon. Jir George Shenton
Houn. C. Bommers Hon. J. A. Thomson
Hou, F. M, Stone Hon. Sir E, H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. W, Wright Hon, T, F. O. Brimage
Hon. Z. Luna (Tellor), {Teller).

Amendment thus passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 3—Provision for legal proceed-
ings :

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: Why was
this very dangerous clause inserted in
the Bill. TUnless good and sufficient
reagons were shown the Committee should
not support retrospective legislation.

Hown. J. A, THOMSON: This clause
was simply to protect the city council,
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or rather the ratepayers of Perth, from
legal proceedings which had or were
about to be taken, by renson of the city
councl] having supplied stone from their
quarries to other public bodies, and per-
haps to some private persons. If this
bad been done it was in all good faith
and in the interests of the people of Perth.
The Committee ought to support the
city council and not allow the funds of
the city to be taken and paid to the legal
fraternity.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: Being
against the principle of retrospective
legislation he would vote against the
clause.

Hon. G. BELLINGHAM : As legisla-
tion was pending between the city
council and some other people, it was not
right to pass o clause of this nature for
it would stop litigation which was going
through the courts.

Hox. W. MALEY: The member in
charge of the Bill should explain the
principle underlying the clause, otherwise
he (Mr. Maley)} would look with disgust
on any measure coming from another
place with the word “ municipal” on it.
He was surprised that this Bill was
introduced bearing on it the name of the
member for Perth, who was a solicitor.

Hown. BE. M, CLARKE: If any muni-
cipality were doing its work straight
and above board, and were keeping
within the four corners of the Act, there
was no reason for such a clause as this,
‘Wa could not tell where such a provision
as this would lead us. There appeared
to be something behind the provision.

Hon. J. A. THOMSON: An interim
injunction had been obtained against

[COUNCIL.]

the city council preventing them from

supplying metal to private persons.
That portion of the clause asking for
permission to supply stone tfo other

bodies had been defeated, therefore all -

that the clause now asked for was that

the ratepayers of Perth might be pro-

tected against people who were seeking
to obtain damages from the city council
for doing what the ity council con-
gidered to be in the interests of the rate-
payers. In the past the House had
passed legislation validating acts which
bad been perfurmed through inadvert-
ence. To strike out the clause would be
an injustice to Perth.

an (lommittee.

Hon.J. T. GLOWREY : None desired
to do injustice to Perth. He moved that
progress be reported in order to give Mr.
Thomson, who had ably conducted the
measure, an opportunity of giving farther
explanation to-morrow. No reason had
been afforded for legalising the illegality
committed by the Perth council.

Motion (progress) negatived.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Similar validating clauses had been placed
in other Municipal Institutions amending
Bills, notably in the Bill to validate the
collection of certain rates without suffi-
cient warrant, by the Coolgardie muni-
cipality.

How. J. W. Hackerr: And in the
Perth Building Fees Validation Bill.

Tae COLONIAL SECEETARY:
There were thus two precedents for the
clause.

Hon. G. RANDELL: As we had .
deleted the power to sell stone to outside
bodies, he wonld vote for this clause,
which injured no one, and might possibly
afford some protection to the city against
litigation, by providing that no action
ghould continue in respect of anythi
done before the passing of the Bill which
might have been lawfully done if the
Bill had not passed.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes . .. 15
Noes R
Majority for

AYES.
Houn. A. Dempster
‘Hon.J. M. Drew
Hon. J. W. Hacltett
Hon. 8. J. Haynes
Hon. W, Kingsmill
Houo. B, Laurie

Hon. @ g:lfiaﬂghn
<an. . i1
Hon, E, M. Clarke
Hon. J. D. Connally
Hon, C. E, Dempster
Hon. J. T. Glowrey
Hou. A. G, Jenkins

Hon. W. T. Loton Hen. Z. Lane

Houn. E. McLarty Hon. W. Male

Hon. B. C. 0'Brien Hon, J. W, W{'ight
Hop. G. Randell - (Taller}.
Hon. SirUeorge Shenton

Hon. C. Sommers

Hop. F, M, Stone

Eon. % %‘ %hcﬁm_son .

op. = 52 (Teller).

Clause thus passed.

Clause 4—agreed to.

New Clause—Dissolution of Gingin
municipality :

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that the following be added as
Clause 5 :—

The municipality of Gingin is dissolved,
and the district thereof is incinded in and
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" shall henceforth form part of the Gingin road
district; and all the property, assets, and
liabilities of such mumicipality are hereby
vested in and shall attach to the board of the
Gingin road distriet,
For two reasons he regretted the neces-
sity for the motion. First, that Gingin
had not prospered, so that it might retain
ita status as a municipality ; and second,
that our Municipalities Act did not
contain machinery for performing this
unpleasant function. The clause must
be passed so that the municipal accounts
might be closed and a settlement arrived
at. Without disrespect he inust say that
the existence of so small a municipality
was really absurd. The few ratepayers
could not get a council together.

Hox. J. D. Convorry: Why not dis-
solve Beverlev and others ¥

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Beverley had the requisite number of
ratepayers, kept up a council, and com-
plied with the Act. But Gingin did not;
for the council dwindled till it consisted
of the mayor, and then the mayor re-
signed. It now only remained to perform
the last rites. The municipality had
been lawfully created; for in the old days
there was no condition that municipalities
" should show a rating of £300 per annum
at a shilling rate, and that the requisi-
tion should be signed by 50 ratepayers
in fufure. This municipality had died
from atropby, and if it again became
sufficiently prosperous it could be re-
" vived.

Question passed, and the new clause
added.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

REDISTRIBUTION OF S]li}ATS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
Resumed from 11th November.
First Schedule:
Tue CHAIRMAN: An amendment
had been moved to strike out the word
“ Swan ” from the South-West Provinece.

At 620, the CrarrMAN left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Sz BE. H. WITTENOOM : As to the
Central Province and Mr. Connolly’s con-
tention that it was un agricultural con-

(17 Noveuser, 1903.]
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stituency, the fact remained that what-
ever the hon. member's figures showed,
rone but mining members were returned
for that province. No one conld maintain
that Mr. Thomson, Mr. Drew, and Mr.
O’Brien were agriculturists.

Hon. G. BELLINGHAM : That the
Central Province was agricultural was
shown by the fact that each of its three
mnembers was returned by a majority of
agricultural and pastoral votes. Dr.
Hackett said Mr. Connolly’s figures could
be made to tell any tale; but on what
figures had Dr. Hackett and the select
committee based their redistribution of
provinces? How could this be done
equitably without reference to the number
of voters engaged ineach industry ? Dr.
Hackett's statement that the goldfields
had always opposed agricultural and
coastal interests was unpcalled for and
unjust, as was his assertion that goldfields
members were always flaunting before
the House the Esperance railway. Dr.
Hackett, on his way honfe from a federal
convention, had said at Albany that
Western Australia wanted the Eaperance
railway, which wasa necessity forthe State,
and that he would use his vote and the
influence of his newspaper to carry the
railway through. In every division upon
the question of the construction of the
Esperance railway, Dr. Hackett had voted
for the line; but in the heat of debate
the other evening the hon. member
accused the goldfields members of oppos-
ing the agricultural and other industries
of the State, and on every possible
occasion bringing forward the Esperance
railway. Dr. Hackett, as one of the oldest
members of the House, had the comph-
ment paid him of the Swan electurate
being - included in the South-Western
Province. This had caused a great deal
of commotion. If the Swan electorate
had been introduced into a goldfields
province the goldfields members would
have been glad to take it. In theschedule
as amended by the select comuwittee the
ining industry had not been sufficiently
protected. Sir Edward Wittenoom had
stated that the three members represent-
ing the Central Province were mining
members, but figures contradicted that.
These members were returned on the
votes of agriculturists and pastoralists.
The goldfields should have fair and
equitable representation.
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in Committee.

Howr. C.E. DEMPSTER : Agricultural | the representation in the House was

members should stand up for the rights
of their industry on which the country
depended for meat and bread. In the

future agriculture would be the principal

industry of the State. He would always
vote against representation on a popula-

tion basis, for the mining people did not .
know the requirements of the country. -

The mining industry would always be
well represented, as members returned for
non-mining provinces were interested in
mining. No alteration should be mude
in the boundaries of the provinces at
present. After the next general election
it might be advisable to make certain

alterations, but with the insensate desire .

to continually alter boundaries mem-
bers did not know where they were. The
alterations had been made to please certain

electorates. He would support the amend-
; was incurred by the country simply and
- solely in the interests of mining. Tt

ment of the select committee who had
worked in the interests of the country.
How. W, T. LOTON : The arguments
put forward by the representatives from
the goldfields were that the mining
industry had not a fair and full re-
presentation in the House. He joined
issue on that point, for the mining
industry in the House had extremely full
representation. 'We were told that the
mining population numbered 70,000
people, or one-third of the population.
Members might take it that the mining
provinces had returned direct mining
men to represent their industry, and
there were two mining provinces return.
ing six members. Then the Central
Province returned two direct representa-
tives of mining—Mr. Thomson and Mr,
O’'Brien. The Metropolitan-Suburban
Province returned three direct mining
representatives—Mr. Brookman, whe
when in the House always voted in the
interestsof mining; Mr. Lane wasza distinct
mining representative, for he had been
conpected with that industry ever since
he had been in the country ; and the leader
of the House, until he occupied the
position of Colonial Secretary, was a
wining man. That gave eleven repre-
sentatives for mining; bui there were
other members in the House who were
connected with the mining industry
besides these direct representatives, He
had several thousand pounds invested in
that industry, and other members were
interested in mining. Fully one-third of

, mining representation.

It was to be
regretted that the mining industry had
been pitted against the other interests of
the State. Members representing agri-
culture and other industries were not
against mining. Take the expenditure
of about three millions of momney on the
Coolgardie Water Scheme; that was for
mining, and wag voted for by the mem-
bers representing other interests besides
mmlng.

Hox. G. BeruineraaM: The goldfields
were paying dear for it.

Horv. W. T. LOTON: The general
revenue of the State was responsible for
aover £100,000 for interest on the Cool-

" gardie Water Scheme. Miners only paid

a certain price for the water consumed,
and if they did not take the water they
did not pay for it. A very large tiability

w4s time that this antagonism between
mining and other industries was ended.
In this House the mining industry was
better represented than any other. The
select committee had taken the besk
possible course in replacing the Swan
district in the Eastern Provinee; and he
intended to support the committee’s
recommendation.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE hoped the
schedule would stand as printed. DMore
representation should be given the gold-
fields. On the second reading he had
disapproved of a fresh redistribution,
seeing that seats were redistributed about
three years ago; but the large population
of the goldfields justified a cbhange. He
disagreed with this and some other
recommendations of the select committee;
for were they made law the goldfields
would be so split up that their repre-
sentation in this House would be alto-
gether lost, and possibly members not
interested in the industry relurned. Mr.
Dempster would find on reflection that
the goldfields had always supported
agricultural interests; and neither the
Government nor agricultural members
need fear on that score. Mr. Loton
referred to the large public expendilure
on the Goldfields Water Scheme; but
goldfields residents had been debited
with the cost and the interest. All that
could be said on the other hand was that
the Government backed the scheme.
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TaE CHAIRMAN: Did the hon. mem-
ber think be was illustrating the question
before the House ?

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: Yes; he
was arguing for more goldfields repre-
setation in order that the goldfields
might be fairly taxed. He supported the
Bill as printed, and trusted that the
goldfields would be rewarded with an-
otber provinece.

Hox. J. W. HACKETT: No doubt
members had made up their minds .as to
bow they would vote. This should be
taken as a test vote as to whether there
was t0 be another mining province. If
the Swan were left with the Soutb- West,
then the Eastern Province would be
united with the South-Eastern; and that
would leave a province free to be con-
stituted a wining province for the Eastern
Goldfields. After careful consideration
the select committee made a proposition
that there should be practically three
mining provinces—the present South,
the present North-East, and the Central,
Anyone who considered the representation
would be satisfied that the Central was a
mining province. Mr. O'Brign was re-
turned by the mining vote against the
agricultural ; so with Mr. Thomson, who
as a single-tax advocate would be unani-
mously repudiated by his agricultural
constituents. The remaining member,
Mr. Drew, would feel himself secure at
the next election if he had the mining
votes only, and very insecure without
them. At last Wednesday's division on
the adjournment of the debate all kvew
who coanstituted the majority against the
adjournment, when there was a certainty
of a majority in favour of the new mining
province. Mr. Jenking’s supporters, with
perhaps one or two exceptions, repre-
sented the mining vote; and his oppouents
were in favour of the agricultural pro.
vince. The Central Province, the North-
BEast, and the South-East being mining
provinces, how did the matter stand ?
For these three provinces the number of
Legislative Council electors was 5,725.
Divide that number by four—the three
existing provinces and the fourth which
it was proposed to add—and we had a
quota for each province of 1,431 votes.
The four provinces were the South
{Coolgardie), the North-East (Kal-
goorlie}, the Central, and the fourth
provinee it was proposed to add. Com.
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pare that quota with the quota for Perth.
Perth had a quota of 4,538 against 1,431
for the four mining provinees. The
Metropolitan Province was therefore
entitled to more than three provinces on
the same basis as the four mining pro-
vinces. The Metropolitan - Suburban
Province had 3,389 Council electors, and
would be entitled on that basis to two
provinces ; Fremantle, with 3,372 Councit
electors, would be entitled to more than
two provinces. So that altogether, these
were entitled to more than eight pro-
vinces instead of the three provinces
returning nine members, which we bad
consented to give them. From these
figures two lessons were to be derived.
First, that if Mr. Connolly’s suggestion
were carried out, we should be face to
face with four mining electorates return-
ing 12 members out of a working House
of 29, for there were always two or three
members absent; and those 12 members,
so far from being fairly representative of
the wining districts, would absolutely
command on all ordinary occasions a
majority in the House, and could practi-
cally do what they pleased with the State.
That was an undestrable state of things,
and one to which the Metropolitan Pro-
vince would never submit., The Metro-
politan Provinces had consented to part
with more than half of the property
qualification, but the Metropolitan repre-
sentatives would not subordinate the
interests of the State to any one interest
in it, If members passed the schedule
as proposed, it was not an act of reform
but an act of revolution, and they would
commence an agitation for farther redis-
tribution uvpon a population basis. Let
all work for the State as a whole. In
order to constitute a fourth wmining pro-
vince, should they run into all kind of
dangers and agitations, with revolu-
tion ahead ? The agricultural represen-
tation of which there was any certainty
was to be reduced to one province and
part of another. The proposal was to
merge the Bast Province—this followed
naturally from the suggestion of Mr.
Connolly—into the South-BEast Province,
which would give one almost truly agri-
cultural province, and the only other
province that could by any stretch of
imagination or argument be called agri-
cultural was the South-West, which
contained no less than three labour con-
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stituencies specially carved out for labour
representation. If members looked at
the numbers they would see that one-
third of the electors on the Legislative
Couneil roll for the South-West Province
were contained in the mining district of
Collie, the semi.mining disérict of Nelson
(containing Greenbushes, which he was
glad to say was reviving), and the timber
district of Forrest. These electorates
contained between them just one-third of
the electors of the South-West Pro-
vince. In order to satisfy the mining
interest, which had already got a large
vote in the House—and all were more
or less directly interested in mining—in
order to placate that industry we were
asked to reduce the agricultnral represen-
tation to one probable province, the South-
East. That wes a position to which
he was not prepared to accede, and while
we desired to see all industries and occu-
pations fairly represented, and their
wants fairly considered in the House, it
would be undesirable to give the pre-
ponderating influence to one interest,
and that not even the metropolitan. He
understood that Mr. Bellingham had
made some reference to remarks of his
(Dr. Hackett’s) in regard to the gold-
fields. FPublicly and privately, written
and unwritten, in Parliament and in his
office, the history of his connection with
reference to gold-mining would answer
any attack. Hoe was among the fow sup-
porters of the railway when omly four
voted for the steps that would Eaa.d to
the Bill being introduced, the President
being another. When one remembered
the history of the reservoirs, the public
buildings, and above all the Coolgardie
Water Scheme, he did not appeal to
words but to deeds. He asked members
to pause before they gave any one industry
a preponderating voice, which would breed
a general and just dissatisfaction amongst
other industries.

Hown. C. SOMMERS: After listening
to the remarks of Dr. Hackett, one would
think that some great calamity wds about
to overtake this country. The goldfields
had oot been disloval to the other inter-
ests of the State. On every occasion
when necessity demanded the votes of
the mining members were given in the
interests of the State generally, also for
agricultural interests. Mining members
had always been loyal to the country.

[COUNCIL.]

in Commitilee.

The fact that men who had large mining
interests were returned for other than
mining provinces was a cownpliment to
the broad-mindedness of the electors.
Members not only represented mining
but a variety of other interests. It was
to be hoped electors would continue to
be broad-minded and to send such repre-
sentatives to the House. The State
could not prosper on wining alone ; all
interests wust go band in hand. That
feeling which was supposed to exist be-
tween the coast and the goldfields had
disappeared. A good many people on the
goldfields had considersble interests in
agricultural and pastorn] matters. If he
desired to take advantage of the agricul-
tural representatives he need not have
accepted the pair which Mr. C. A. Piesse
had asked him to consent to. He had
expressed his views because he did not
intend to vote, baving paired.

Hox. B. C. O’'BRIEN: In spite of
what members bad said he would en-
deavour to show that the Central Provinee
was an agricultural province. When he
was elected the Legislative Couneil roll
for the Central Province contained over
1,300 votes. It was a by-election, and
not a great deal of enthusiasm was dis-
played. Over 600 persons voted. At
Nannine, which was a mining electorate,
44 votes were recorded, at Cue 1Q9 votes,
another miniog electorate, and at Mount
Magnet 31 votes, also wining. In these
votes there was a small proportion of
agricultural and pastoral votes. That
gave 184 mining votes frow the country
between Peak Hill and Nannine. At
Geruldton there were 846 votes recorded,
Northampton 42, Greenough 44, and
Irwin 10, giving a total of 422 votes from
the agricultural portion of the province.
How in the name of reason could it be
claimed that he had been elected by the
mining community ? Aecording to the
latest arrangement a portion of the Moore
electorate had Leen added to the Central
Province, making it a still stronger agri-
cultural province.

Sz E. H. Witrenoon: Did the hon.
member pose as a squatter now ?

Hon. B. C. O'BRIEN zaid he knew as
much about pastoral and agricultural
interests as he did about mining,.

How. J. D. CONNOLLY: The argu-
ment that the Central Province was a
mining province had been answered by
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Mr. O’Brien. Dr. Hackett would like the
Committee to believe that a great calamity
would befall the country if an additional
inining province was added to the Bill,
for that member had stated that it would
be a very sad day for the country when a
majority of members were elected to
represent one industry. With that senti-
ment he (Mr. Connolly) agreed. Would
it not be calamitous to accept the select
cominittee’s report, and give agriculturists
and pastoralists five provinces while the
mining industry had only two? The
Central Province was pastoral and agri.
cultural. Take Moore as defined in the
Bill. The present Moore clectorate had
144 votes, of which by the Bill at least
100 would be added to the Central Pro.
viuce, putting agricultural and pastoral
votes in a majority. The South-West,
the East, the Ceptral, and the North
provinces would be agricultural and
pastoral; yet the mining industry was
accused of extravagance becanse it asked
for three provinces. The goldfields con.
tained over ome-third the total popula-
tion, and one-half of the total adult
population, vet would be satisfied with
one-third of the Council membership.
Sz E. H. WITTENOOM : The two
preceding speakers must recognise that
it was no use talking of figures when we
had facts. To call the Central Province
agricaltural was absurd. Who would
take Mr. Thomson, Mr. Drew, and Mr.
O’Brien for agrientturists 7 They repre-
sented nothing but mining. Mr. R. 8.
Haynes and Mr. Dryer stood for the
Central Province as agriculturists, and
were beaten. »
Howx. J. A, THOMSON: The only
purely agricultural district in the Central
Province—Greenough—gave him a sub-
stantial majority, and in each of the
mining divisions he received a very small
majority. He wus returned purely by
the agricultural and the coastal votes.
He was not a mining man, bor had he a
shilling invested in mining in this State,
though since he had cowme to the country
he had invested in agrienltural and
pastoral industries. He hoped the time
would never come when his personal
interests would interfere with his political
duties. He was not pledged to re-
distribution on a population basis, for
this he did not think fair in a country of
such magnificent distances ; but in justice,
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mining was entitled to one other pro-
vince.

Howr. J. T. GLOWREY: The House
were much indebted to the select com-
mittee, and to Dr. Hackett for his clear
presentation of the committee’s report.
The hon. member objected to the inclusion
of Swan in the South-West province.
But why? No reason was given. The
argument about the Central Province
proved nothing in reference to the South-
West. He (Mr. Glowrey) would sapport
the retention of Swan in the South-West,
and for this one could not have better
evidence than the demonstration by
Mesars. Thomson, Drew, and (' Brien that

-the Central Province was agricultural.

It was for them, the members for the
province, to declare whether in it agri-
cultural or mining interests predowinated.
The Central Province was purely agricul-
tural and pastoral, which was proved by
the members who were elected for that
province. It was to be hoped members
would see that justice was meted out
to every part of the State. This wasa
serious matter affecting the future welfare
of the country.

Hux. G, RANDELL: The goldfields
had no cause to complain of the actions
of the Chamber since he had been con-
nected withit. Members had supported
every measure of any importanee having
for its object the advancement and wel-
fare of the goldfields districts, and if there
were not direct mining members in the
House the result would bave been the
same. 1t was only fair to say that when-
ever called upon the members representing
the mining industry had voted in favour
of agricultural districts. There were
other interests to be considered, and
members should see that no industry
dominated. It was perfectly unjustifi-
able to take the Swan electorate from its
natural connection with Northam, Tood-
yay, and York. The arrangement made
by another place was not fair. It was to
be hoped the Swan electorate would be
gtruck out of the South-West Province
and placed where it had been for a
number of years and where it was placed
by Sir John Forrest, who kmew more
about the ecuntry than any member of
the House. The only reason for the
Swan electorate being placed in the
South-West Province was to &nable a
new province to be created for the gold-
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fields. Mining representatives need not
be anxious to incresse the number of
their representaiives. It would be a
great misfortune to have a preponderating
influence from the goldfields, or from
agricultural centres, or from any other
interest in the House, as the Council was
supposed to represent the general inter-
ests of the State. That had been the
resule so far as he konew; the House had
always approached large subjects from a
disinterested standpoint. An act of gross
injustice would be done to members
elected to represent the South-West Pro-
vince if the Swan electorate was included.

Hon. B. MocLARTY (South-West):
No argument had been advanced for
including the Swan electorate in the
South-West Province, That electorate
rightly belonged to the BEastern Proviuce,
and should be included in it. As to the
representation of the goldfields, Mr.
Toton had clearly shown that the mining
industry had a very large representation
in the House at the presemt time, and
Mr. Loton could have gone farther and
included other members with those men-
tioned as being interested in gold mining.
Many members, although mot directly
interested in mining, had an interest in
it.  There was no reason why agricul-
tural representatives should not faith-
fully represent the interests of the gold-
fields. During the time he had been in
the House, and when the goldfields
interests had been at stake, he had given
the wining industry his hearty support,
and he would continue to do so.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes .. 11
Naes .o 11
Atie ... ... 0
AYES, Nogs.

Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. 3. Bellingham
Hon. A. Dempater Hon, T, F. 0. Bri
Hon. C, E. Dempster Hon. J. D. Conbolly
Hon, J. W, Hackett Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. 8. J. Hajues Hon. J. T. Glowrey
Hon, W. T. Loton Hon. A, G. Jenkins
Hon, E. McLarty Hon. W. Kinismil]
Hon. G. Randell Hon, B. C. O'Brien
Hon, 5ir George Shonton] Hon. J. A. Thomeon
Hou.8Bir E. H. Wittenoom| Hon. J. W. Wright
Hon, W, Maley (Teller). Hon. Z. Lane (Tellar),

Tae Cmaxeman gave his casting vote
with the Noes.

Amendment thus negatived, and
“Swan ¥ left in the South-West Pro-
vince.

[COUNCIL.]

Elsction of Senators Bill.

Hor. J. W. HACKETT moved that
progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .o 12
Noes Lo 11
Majority for ... . |
AYES, NOES.,

Hou. E. M. Clarke Hon. G. Bellingham
Hon. A. Dem Hoen. T. F. Q. Brimage
Hon.J. W, kett Hon. J. I Connolly
Hon. 8, J. Haynes Hon. J. M. Drew
Hon. W. 1. Loton Hon. J, T, Glowrey
Hon., W. Maley Hon. A. Q. Jepkins
Hon, E, MeLarty Hon. W. Kingsmi
Hon. G. Randell Hon. Z, Lane
Hon. Bir Georga Shenton | Hon. B, C. Q'Brien
Hoa. €. Sommers Hoa. J. W, Wright

Hon, Sir E. H, Wittenoom]| Hon, J. A, Thomson
Hon. C. E, Dempster
Toller).

Motion thus passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again on the next Thursday.

{Tatter).

ELECTION OF SENATORS BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill): In meoving the
second reading of this Bill, T would ask
members’ attention for a few minutes.
It is purely a machinery Bill, and is ne-
cesgitated for the election of senators by
Section 9 of the Commonwealth Consta-
tution, which provides that the Parlia-
ment of the Commonwealth may malke
laws prescribing the method of choosing
the senators for all States; that subject
to any such Jaw the Parliament of each
State may make laws prescribing the
method of choosing the senators for that
State, and may make laws for determining
the times and places for election of
senators for the State. At the last elec-
tion of senatorathelocal laws were followed
in their entirety. It is now proposed—
and this State is the second which has
fallen in with the proposition—to adopt
a uniform system for Australia. The
State of Victoria has already passed an
Act exactly similar 1o this Bill; and we
are now asked to pass this Bill to regu.
late the times and methods of electing
senators to represent us in the Federal
Parliament, and the places at which
¢lections are to be held. The Bill con-
tains absolutely no matter of policy, and
nothing but certain clauses giving the
Governor power to fix places and dates,
specifying the limits within which dates
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may be fixed, providing that the dates
shall be specified on the writs, fixing the
time for nomination, polling places, hours
of polling, giving the usual power to ex-
tend the times, and providing that the
telegraph may be used in lieu of the post.
I beg leave to move the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

SUPREME COURT ACT
BILL.

EECOND READING.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill): Underthe SBupreme
Court Act there has grown up a difficulty
which is not advantageous to the State.
As members know, one of the Puisne
Judges, Mr. Justice Burnside, has for some
time, owing to illness, been absent from
the State. This necessitated the appoint-
ment of » Commissioner of the Supreme
Court ; and practically the whole of that
Commissioner’sduty is to travel on circuit.
One of hig functions is to hear appeals
from decisions of justices, either in minor
criminal cases or in the local courts. It
has been ruled by tbe Svpreme Court
that the Commissioner doea not possess
power to hear such appeals; and it is to
vest this power in him thet the Bill is
brought down. As this is & matter of
considerable urgency, I should like to see
the Bill passed assoon as possible, because
there are several appeals pending in the
Kalgoorlie cireuit, which should be dis-
posed of by the court which commences to
sit on Monday next. The Bill consists
of only twou clauses. One member com-
plaing that Clause 2 seems rather involved;
but I can assure members that its only
object 18 to bestow the power of which I
have spoken—and a very proper power,
too—on the Commissioner. Thereiscon-
siderable doubt in the minds of some
legal men as to whether the Commissioner
has not this power already. His com-
nission endows him with all the powers
of a Supreme Court Judge. But appar-
ently there is a doubt m the minds of
the Supreme Court Judges; because they
have ruled that the Commissioner cannot
without special legislation have the power
it. is now sought to bestow upon him. I
beg leave to move the second reading.

Hon. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
T do not wish to oppose the Bill; but I

AMENDMENT
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must congratulate the Minister if he is
able to understand Clauze 2. I think the
Bill may be characterised as * howsoever,
heretofore, and hereafter.”

Questton put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 12 minutes
past 9 o'clock, until the next day.

Legiglative Fgsembly,
Tuesday, 17th November, 1903.
Questi Rabbit, D t, A tments Pﬂ‘lgi

uestions : it, Department, Appointments ...
Rabbit Exterminator ' .. 2124
Billg ; University Endowment, ‘second readmg ... 2124
ERoads Act Amendment, second reading 2133
Land Act Amendment (private Bﬂl), second 2138

g

Boulder Tmmwn.ys second rend:l . 2188

Collie-Narrogin Hail tlway, second remlmg
movad oL57

Government Bm.lwnys, in Commitfee resumed,

progress 2167
Aanual Estunatea “Londs and’ Stu'veyn, genern.l
discussion resomed, Progrese .. 2168

Tae DEPUTY SPEAEKER took the
Chair at 230 o’clock, p.m.

PraYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: Royal Commis.
sion on Public Service, minth Progress
Report. By-laws of Coolgardie Muni-
cipality. Gaol Regulations, Additions
and Alterations.

Ordered, to lie on the table.



